
Homework #1 
 
 
Read Chapter 1 (pages 3 – 12).  Answer these questions on notebook paper. 

1. Globes use imaginary lines to form a grid that allows geographers to locate places in the world. 

a. What are the vertical (north-south) lines called? 

b. What are the horizontal (east-west) lines called? 

c. What is the equator? 

d. What is the prime meridian? 

e. What are the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn? (See the attached map sheets.) 

2. Use the internet to find the absolute location (latitude and longitude) of the following places: 

a. New Braunfels, Texas 

b. Greenwich, England 

c. Sydney, Australia 

d. Lima, Peru 

3. When cartographers make a map, in which four features do they try to reduce distortion? 

4. List one advantage and one disadvantage of a Mercator projection map. 

5. List one advantage of a Robinson projection map. 

6. Bonus:  + 5 points:  Print out the Waterman map projection.  Cut it out and neatly fold it into the 
shape of the globe. Bring it to class next week. 

7. What does GIS stand for? 

8. List five ways GIS data is collected.  

9. The map below is printed at a scale of 1 inch = 150 miles.  Use a ruler to find the straight-line 
distance in miles between: 

a. North Platte and Norfolk:    __________ miles 
b. Hyannis and Fairbury:    __________ miles 

 

 

 



 

 

 

10. What is the difference between a relief map and a thematic map? 

11. What does GPS stand for? 

12. What is GPS used for? 

13. Write the definition of “culture” found in the book. 

 

 

Read the information on the maps of the continents of the Western and Eastern Hemispheres (see 
the following pages).  Color the maps with map pencils, and follow these instructions: 

 Color the continent and the letters in the name of the continent the same color. 
 Color the letters of the names of the oceans gray. 
 Color the continents on the small globe the same color that you used on the large globe. 

 
  



  



 


